Music Long Term Plan 2025 /2026

Year I: Essential Characteristics of a Musician

V' Knowledge of key terms and what they mean.
v Base of Musical knowledge and vocabulary.
v Involvement in listening, composing and per forming.
V'Frequently utilised singing voices and simple instruments.
v A passion Sor and commitment to the sub ) fect, and a real sense of curiosity to find out about music the world both now and l‘/zraug/mul‘ /z[sfory,
Lhit | Intent Children wil understand.: | | Vocabulary



Music Long Term Plan 2025 /2026

Autumn |
Introducing
beat

How can we
make friends
when we sing
together?”

Autumn 2
Adding rhythm
and pitch.

How does
music tell
stories about

the past?”

Key concepts,
Listening
Composing

Per-forming

Within Early Years the
children were able to explore
a range of musical
instruments and the sounds
they can make. In Year | we
continue to develop this
learning but with a more
structured approach that
begins with identifying the
elements of Music and the
particular parts needed to
make up a song. The first
part of this is to identify
what the beat is and how it
is a key part to any

composi tion.

Beat

what the beat of a
composi tion is.

Long and short notes

what a long and short

note sounds like.

where long and short nofes
are used within a song.

High and low notes

what a high and low note

sounds like.

where a high and low note
would be used within a

song.

Listening

not all pieces of music

sound the same.

Ferforming

Beat

*  Why the beat is an
important part of a
comyposition.

Long and short notes

*  that all compositions
contain a mixture of some
long and short notes.

High and low notes

° that many compositions
contain a mixture of some
long and short notes.

Listening
*  they need to be still and

quiet to listen well.

Ferforming

Beat

*  identify the beat and clap along to
the beat of a song.

*  describe the differences between two
pleces off music.

*  express a basic opinion about music

(like/dislike).

*  listen and respond to other
performers by playing as part of a
group.

*  move and dance with the music.

* join in sections of the song, eg.
chorus.

Long and short nofes

*  demonstrate what long and short
notes sound like using clapping.
High and low notes

*  demonstrate what a high and

low note sounds like using their
voice.

Listening

Beat

Voice

Song

Long and short
notes

High and low

notes Listen
Compose
Per-form
Tempo,
Sa)(ophme,
Fhythm,
Dgﬂam[cs,
/?/zgme, Fitch,
Structure,
/mprow'se,
Compose, Melody,
Bass.

Drums, Decks,

Percussion,
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T

&

Pitch

everybody moves and sings

differently.

Rhythm

what the rhythm of a

composition is.

what the pitch of a song is

and how it can change.

how different songs have
different pitches.

*  that performing is a way
of sharing music with

others.

Fhythm

*  why the rhythm is an
important part of a
composi tion.

*  that most compositions have

a rhythm.

Fitch

*  that the pitch of a song
can ajffects the mood.

Ferforming

Fhythm

Pitch

describe the differences

between two pieces of music.

express a basic opinion about

music (like/dislike).

listen and respond to other
performers by playing as part
of a group.

move and dance with the
music.

_join in sections of the song,

eg. chorus.

begin to explain that the

rhythm is a strong, reqular
repeated pattern of movement|
or sound.

explain that the pitch is a
position of a single sound in
the complete range of sound.
E.g. Sounds are higher or
lower in pitch according to the
Jrequency of vibration of the

sound waves producing them.
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Unit Intent Children will understand.: Vocabulary

Tempo

/

Spring /|
Introducing
Tempo and

Dynamics

How does
music make
the world a
better place?”

Spring 2

Combining
pulse, rhythm
and pitch.

How does
music help us
to understand
out
neighbours’”

Key concepts;
Listening
Composing

Ferforming

Building on their prior
learning, children will
continue to identifying
the elements of Music
and the particular
parts needed to make up
a song. [he next part
of this is to identify
what the fempo and

dynamics of a song are.

Tempo
*  that the fempo means the
speed of a song.
Dynamics

*  that the dynamics of a song
mean how quietly or loudly a
song should be played.

Beat

*  what the beat of a
composition is.

Pulse

*  how this is another term

used for the beat of a song.

Rhythm
*  what the rhythm of a
composition is.
Pitch
*  what the pilch of a song is

and how it can change.

Tempo

*  that the fempo of a song can
completely change its overall
impact. Dynamics

*  that the dynamics of a song
can change its impact.

Beat

*  how the beat of the song is
consistent throughout.

FPulse

*  how this is another term
used for the beat of a song
and it is consistent

throughout a song. Fhythm
*  how the rhythm of the

song is consistent

throughout. Fitch
*  that the pitch can affect the

mood.

demonstrate a slow and fast
tempo when playing along to a
song.

Dynamics

Beat

Pulse

demonstrate loud and quiet
dynamics when playing along to a

song.

identify it and c/ap/sz‘amp along
to the beat.

identify it and clap/stamp along
fo the pulse.

Fhythm

Fitch

begin to explain that the rhythm is
a strong, reqular repeated pattern
of movement or sound.

explain that the pitch is a position
of a single sound in the complete
range of sound. E.g. Sounds are

higher or lower in pitch according

Beat

Voice

Song

Long and short
notes

High and low
notes Listen
Compose
Ferform

Blues, Barogue,
Latin, lrish folk,
Funk,
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e‘udae

how different songs have
different pitches.

fo the frequency of vibration of

the sound waves producing them.




Unit
Summer |
Having fun
with
improvisation.

What songs
can we sing to
help us
through the
day?’

Summer 2
Explore sound
and create a
story.

How does
music teach us

about looking
after the
planet? ’

Key concepts;
Listening
Composing

Fer forming

Music Long Term Plan 2025 /2026

Intent

Building on their prior
learning, children will
continue to identifying the
elements of Music and

the particular parts
needed to make up a

song. [he next part of
this is to explore those
elements with

improvisation.

Improvisation.

*  that fo improvise you make
something up on the spot.

Listening
*  certain songs can make
them feel different
emotions.

*  rusical pieces can tell a
story without words.

*  there are a range of
instruments that make up
one sound.

e different
countries/cultures and
communities listen to

different types of music.

L

Children will understand.:

Improvisation.

*  that improvisation doesn t

have to be per fect.

*  that improvisation can be
messy.
Listening
*  that they need to be

still and quiet to listen
well.

Improvisation.

improvise along to a range of
music p[eces.

Listening

certain songs can make them feel
different emotions.

describe their thoughts and
Jfeelings when hearing the music.

describe what they see in their
individual imaginations when
listening to the piece of music.

talk about why they like or don't

like the music.

identify some of the instruments
they can hear.

identify a fast or slow tempo.
identify loud and quiet sounds as

an introduction to understanding
dynamics.

begin to understand where the
music fits in the world.

‘ Vocabulary
Beat

Voice

Song

Long and short
notes

High and low
notes Listen
Compose

Per form
/(eybmrd,
Drums, Bass
quitar,. Pulse,
/?/z_ql‘/zm, Fitch,
Improvise,

Compase,

Ferform,
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*  begin to understand the concept of|
there being different styles of
music.

*  discuss the style of the music.

*  discuss together what the song or
plece of music might be about.

*  talk about any other music they
have heard that is similar-.

Performing Fer forming Ferforming
*  how o find and keep a U that performing is a *  find and keep a steady beat
steady beat way of sharing music '

With others. . l/'zvent 'dlfferenf a'cfions to move in|
time with the music.

how to c/ap/sz‘amp along to
a song.
*  move, dance and re5/0md with

their bodies in any way they can.
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Year 2: Essential Characteristics of a Musician

v Knowledge of key terms and what they mean.

v Base of Musical knowledge and vocabulary.

v Involvement in listening, composing and performing.

v Frequently utilised singing voices and simple instruments.

Unit

Autumn |

Exploring
Simple
patterns.
How does
music help us
to make

Sriends?”

Autumn 2

Focus on

dynamics and

tempo.

Key concepts;
Listening
Composing

Ferforming

‘ Intent

In EXFS and Year | children
explored the main elements of
music such as the beat, pulse,
r/zyl‘hm, Ioll‘c/z, dyﬂam[cs and
tempo and how they work
together. This ferm they are
qoing to explore simple patterns
and how those elements work
together to create them.

The unit title builds upon the
unit in Y1 Autumn [ on how
singing helps us to make
Sriends. In unit 2 we see

another familiar question linkea

fo the past, this was the

Listening

there are structural
Seatures in music they
listen to.

musical vocabulary is
used to describe music.

how to suggest
lmpravements to their own
and others” work.

how to mark the beat of
a listening piece by tapping
or clagping and
recognising tempo, as well

as changes in tempo.

Listening

A passion Sor and commitment to the sub b ject, and a real sense of curiosity to find out about music the world both now and f/zroug/’wuf /Llsz‘ory.
Children will understand: ‘

music contains beat

groupings, e.q.
Ztime, 3-time elc.

music can change

the way we feel.

Listening

*  recognise structural features
in music they listen to.

*  identify patterns in musical
/J[eces.

*  listen to and recognise
instrumentation.

*  begin to use musical
vocabulary to describe music.

*  walk in time o the beat of a
plece of music.

*  move and dance with the
music con fidently.

‘ Vocabulary

Tem/oo, Saxophone,
/?/zyl‘/zm, D_qnam[cs,
Bass. Pitch,
Audience. Fap,
/m,orav[se, Compose,
Imagination
Trumpel‘, Drums,
Keyboard, Cuitar,

Percussion,
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3

LD

talk about how the music
makes you feel.
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e‘udae
title of a unit studied in Y| too.| *  all music is different and *  find different steady beats.
How does can have different elements. *  describe tempo as fast or
music teach us *  performers can often make slow.
about the led a band
past? up a group called a band. *  describe dynamics as loud or
*  the name of some quiet.
orchestral instruments. * join in sections of the song,
e.g. call and response.
_ *  recognise some band and
Composing orchestral instruments.
*  how to create a musical Composing

sound effect and short
sequences ojf sounds in
response to music and video

stimulus.

that graphic symbols can be
used 1o keep a record of
composed pieces. Use graphic
symbols, dot notation and
stick notation, as
appropriate, to keep a record

of composed pieces.
how to create a 52‘0/y,
choosing and playing

classroom instruments.

*  a musical sound effect|
can be made in
response to music and
video stimulus.

*  that not all music has
to be record in note
Sorm but can be
through graphic
symbols such as dots
and sticks.

Composing

create a musical sound effect|
and short sequences of sounds
in response fo music and vided
stimulus.

use graphic symbols to keep a
record of composed pieces.
use gra,ohic sgmbo/s, dot
notation and stick notation, as
appropriate, fo éeep a record
of composed pieces.
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Uhit Intent Children will Uhderstand.: ‘ Vocabulary

2

Spring /

Exploring
\feelings through

music.

How does music
make the world
a better place”

Spring 2

Inventing a
musical story.

How does
music teach us
about our

neighbourhood
B

Key concepts;
Listening
Composing

Fer forming

Following on from exploring
simple patterns this term teaches
children to explore feelings
through music. Prior learning
included looking at how music
can make the world a better
place, this will be built upon
during this term. Similarly, the
unit title about how music
teaches us about our
neighbourhood links to the
Spring term in Y1's unit title
and this will be recapped and
built upon.

[ istening
* musical vocabulary is

used to describe music.

* how lo suggest
improvements fo their
own and others work.

* all music is different
and can have different

elements.

Composing
* how to create a
musical sound effect
and short sequences of

sounds in ri 65/00/252

Listening

*  rmusic can change the way we

Seel.

Composing

Listening
*  identify patterns in

musical pieces.

*  begin to use musical
vocabulary to describe
music.

*  move and dance

with the music

con fidently.
*  talk about how the

music makes you jfeel.

s listen to and repeating
a short slmp/e me/ady
by ear. suggest
improvements to their
own and others work.

*  begin to use musical
vocabulary to describe
music.

Composing

*  create a musical
sound effect and
short sequences of

SDM/LdS n /’25/00/152 fo

Keyboard, Drums, Bass,
Flectric Guitar, Pulse,
/?/zyl‘/zm, Fitch, /m,orovtse,
Com/oose, Perform,

\Audience, Me/od_q,
Dynamics, Temypo,

/?eggae,
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3

{usS

a musical sound effect can be
made in response to music and

video stimulus.
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"lmp“

to music and video
stimulus.

that graphic symbols
can be used to keep a
record of composed
pieces. Use graphic
s_qm/m/s, dot notation
and stick notation, as
apprapr[ate, fo /éee/o a
record of composed
pieces.

how to create a sz‘ory,
choosing and playing

classroom instruments.

that not all music has to be
recorded in note form but can
be through graphic symbols
such as dots and sticks. a

musical piece can tell a story.

music and video
stimulus.

use graphic symbols
can be used to keep a
record of composed
pieces.

use grap/’tlc 5ymbo/5,
dot notation and stick
notation, as
a,o,oropr[al‘e, fo ;éeep a
record of composed
pieces.

create a story, choosing
and playing classroom
instruments.

create and perform
your own rhythm
patterns with stick
notation, including
crotchets, quavers and

minims.
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Uhit Intent Children will understand.: Vocabulary

2

Summer- |

Music that
makes you
dance.

How does music

make us happy?
Summer 2

Exploring

improvisation

How does
Music teach
us about
looking a fter
our planet?

Key concepts;
Listening
Composing

Ferforming

Prior learning will be built
upon from Y1 Summer
term linked to music being
able to affect emotions
and also

to develop skills of

improvisa tion.

Listening

*  that musical

vocabulary is used to
describe music.

*  how lo suggest
improvements to their
own and others work.

Composing

*  that a musical sound

effect and short

Sound within music
and video stimulus.

FPer forming
*  how to mark the
beat of a listening piece
by tapping or

sequences of sounds are

Listening

*  that music can change the

way we feel.

Composing

*  that a musical sound effect
can be made in response o
music and video stimulus.

Listening

identify patterns in musical
/J[eces,

begin to use musical
vocabulary to describe music.

move and dance with the
music con fidently.

talk about how the music
makes you feel.
mark the beat of a

listening piece (e.g. Bolero by
Ravel) by tapping or clapping
and recagnl5[n_q l‘empo, as
well as changes in tempo.

walk in time to the beat of
a piece off music.

Composing

create a musical sound
effect and short sequences
of sounds in response to

music and video stimulus.

Keyboard, Drums,
G/acéensp[e/, Guitar,
Melody, Dynamics,
Tempo, Bass, Pulse,
/?/zyl‘/zm, Fitch, /m,orovtse,
Com/oose, Perform,




Music Long Term Plan 2025 /2026

e‘udae
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{usS

clapping and
recogn[smg Z‘empo, as
well as changes in
tempo.

how to walk-in time
fo the beat of a piece
of music.

how to practise,
rehearse and share a
song that has been
learned in the lesson,
Jfrom memory or
with notation, and
with con fidence.

how to talk about
what the song means
and why it was
chosen to share. that
there is a difference
between rehearsing a
song and per-forming
it

Ferforming

that with practice we can
learn a song and it will
remain in our memory.

Songs often have a
meanlng.

the difference between

rehearsing a song and

performing it.

Ferforming

practise, rehearse and
share a song that has been
learned in the lesson, from
memory or with notation,
and with con fidence.

talk about what the song
means and why it was
chosen to share.

talk about the difference
between rehearsing a song

and performing it




