Ernest Cook Trust Grant- Gardening Club.
This year we have been very fortunate as we have been awarded a grant of £1922 by The Ernest Cook Trust. The trust is one of the UK’s leading outdoor learning charities. Firmly rooted in the conservation and management of the countryside, the Trust actively encourages children and young people to learn from the land through hands-on outdoor learning opportunities by offering grants. The money awarded to us through the grant has been an enormous benefit to our children here at Ellison Primary Academy. The children in every class have the opportunity to visit their own designated plot in our Victorian garden where they can grow their own fruit and vegetables. The money will ensure that the children who attend the weekly after school gardening club who have demonstrated a passion for improving the areas around our school will have the chance to use all the new gardening equipment and resources this grant has given us the freedom to buy; come rain or shine!
We had very limited resources prior to the grant and this meant the children lost interest and numbers of children who attended the club dwindled quite quickly. Now the numbers have increased and the children are eager to join in with the planting and maintenance of the Victorian garden and surrounding areas around the school.

The money has meant we have been able to buy waterproof coats, trousers and overalls allowing the children to visit the garden in all weathers.
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The new planters mean that the children can work with the soil at their level rather than constantly working at floor level. This has also made it accessible for any children with physical disability to be able to use the area.
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The Compost Observation Kit allows the children to look at a different aspect of gardening and establish links with our Science curriculum.
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The ‘We are growing’ seed pack means that the children have the opportunity to grow a range of vegetables that they can take home with them and see the food on their own plates.
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The range of gardening tools we have been able to buy has equipped the children with the appropriate sized tools so they are comfortable carrying out their projects.
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All of the children and staff would like to say a massive thank you to Ernest Cook Trust for the awarding of this grant. It has meant that the garden and surrounding areas is now an area that can be used well and the children will have a better understanding of their environment.

[image: image11.jpg]



